
SCOV Hiking Club 
Board of Directors Meeting
Sunday, January 10, 2021

Kiva Patio 
Directors Present:  President Mike Duellman, Vice President Georgene Porter, 
Treasurer Ron Brillhart, Chief Guide Doug Higgins.

Members Present:  Nominating Committee Chair Meg Gerken,  Acting Secretary Karen 
Duellman, Darrel Cornelius, Max Haegele, Byron Wolffing.

Call to Order:  President Mike Duellman called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm.

1.   Minutes Approval:

 Doug corrected the Nov 4, 2020 Minutes by striking the line:

 “Kurt’s hikes of 3 people may be submitted at official Club status.” 

 With this correction, the minutes of the November 4, 2020 Board of Directors 
 Meeting were approved by unanimous consent. (Higgins/Porter)

  Treasurer’s Report:
! Ron Brillhart reported a reconciled Bank Balance as of January 5, 2021 of    
! $7122.45; given the Journal Balance of November 3, 2020 which was $6624.17, 
! with Expenses for November & December of $1064.72 subtracted and total 
! Income from Dues of $1563.00 added.  Motion was made to accept the 
! Treasurer’s Report (Duellman/Higgins), motion passed.
 Mike requested that Ron sketch out a monthly budget for the next BoD Meeting.
 
3.   Chief Guides’ Update:

a.  General update
• Doug Higgins reported the monthly statistics from November & December 

hikes to Board Members.
!         November statistics: there were 26 hikes with 201 hikers, broken down into: 
!         Orientation: 2 hikes, 5 new hikers,  D level: 6 hikes, 62 hikers;
!         C level: 14 hikes, 110 hikers;  B level: 4 hike, 24 hikers.
!         December statisics: there were 39 hikes with 340 hikers, broken down into: 
!         Orientation: 3 hikes, 20 new hikers,  D level: 13 hikes, 146 hikers;  
!         C level: 11 hikes, 93 hikers;  B level: 12 hikes, 81 hikers.  
!         Scheduled hikes announced as “Full”:  Nov. had 10, and Dec. had 13
!         In December, 11 hikes were added after the initial posting.

• January Update of Hike Schedule
     37  hikes originally scheduled (2 are O Hikes), 7  hikes added to date,

     !         19  hikes “Full” to date  -  there is still a need for both C and D level hikes in 
!          both January and February.



• Orientation Hike - December Update 
!         2 hikes originally scheduled, 1 hike added
!         18 of 20 new hikers became members, and 2 new O Guides trained.

• Guides Meeting was on December 2 in Hohokam Room – approx. 75 min.
    !         17 guides in attendance plus webmaster, membership coordinator, and 
!         communications coordinator

Thanked retiring guides, new guides introduced, hiking stats, new satellite 
communicator, procedures for guide communications to members, possible 
ways for guides to record, store, generate and use electronic trail maps, 
COVID aspects of hiking, passed out Personal Protection Equipment (PPE), 
general discussion of guides concerns

• COVID Hiking Procedures Update
! ! a)  Guide not arranging carpooling – in effect and well observed.
! ! b)  Hikers carrying masks/wearing masks at meeting place – in effect and 
! !      well observed.
! ! c)  6’ social distancing – in effect, sometimes difficult to maintain when 
! !      hike stops. Guides have had to remind hikers when this happens.
! ! d)  Suggest that we request members to report a subsequent positive 
! !     COVID test to hiking guide for contact tracing.  

• Garmin InReach Mini SOS Messenger Update
! ! a)  Guides may schedule the use of the unit by reserving on the club 
! !      Google Calendar.
! ! b)  The unit has been used so far by two guides on 4-5 hikes.

• Installation of New Guides
a)  Orientation Guide versus Full Guide status Motion:

An Orientation Guide will have specific authority to conduct Orientation 
Hikes, and will need separate Board approval to become a Full Guide. 
(Doug/Mike), passed unanimously.  The Chief Guide is in charge of 
Orientation Guides and their scripts.

b)  Phil Weinberg volunteered to be a Hiking Guide, and Gayle Franklin & 
Cary Bayley Roper have volunteered to be Orientation Guides.

  c)  Motions were made to approve the new Guide (Higgins/Duellman) and 
       new Orientation Guides (Higgins/Porter), both passed unanimously. 
       Welcome and thank you to our new guides. 
  d)  Orientation Hikes are scheduled through April, without overflow. 

• Aravaipa Hike Logistics – Darrel Cornelius and Max Haegele
! ! a)  Doug okayed Darrel’s setup. (attached). Mike requested that there be 
! !      only one mass email, with the hike description possibly put on the 
! !      website before January 17th.
! ! b) Motion: For this year, any costs incurred by the hiking guides for “spots 
! !     not filled” will be reimbursed by the Club. (Duellman/Higgins), passed 
! !     unanimously.

4.   Membership Update:
! None submitted.
! Discussion: reviewed flow of info as to the announcement of new members.



! ! Starts with the Treasurer (Ron) who has the application forms and checks;
! ! ! Membership Chair (Jim) receives application forms for file updates 
! ! ! ! and sends updates to Communications Cord. (Siva Raven), 
! ! ! ! Webmaster (Richard Babin), Mileage Sec. (Karen 
! ! ! ! Alexander), Board members, and Guides.
! ! ! Ron has currently been informing the Mileage Sec. and encourages 
! ! ! ! the Guides to call him for individual new member status.
! It should be emphasized in the Orientation Hikes that the most current 
! information for hikes is on the website, rather than through Raven’s emails.

5.  Club Shirt Update:
! Report of Dave Flatness by Mike D. was a tentative timeline:
! ! February 8th & 9th - Sample shirts made available, 
! ! ! ! ! Pictures and Order Form will be Online
! ! March 1st - Deadline for Ordering shirts
! ! March 27th - Distribution of shirts

6. Website update
! Report of Richard Babin by Mike D. - working as intended.

7.  New Business!
      a.  Review the Calendar of Events  
! February 8 and 9 - Club Shirt samples available; pictures & order forms online 
! Club Fair (Feb 5) and Club Picnic (Feb 23) CANCELLED
! March 1 - Deadline for ordering Club Shirts
! March 3 - Mileage Awards, 1 pm, Kiva Patio; 
! !      Board of Directors Meeting, 3 pm, Saguaro/Desert Oasis
! March 27 - Annual Meeting, 2 pm, Activity Center; Distribution of Club Shirts
! April 7 - Board of Directors Meeting, 3 pm, Saguaro/Desert Oasis
      b.  New Resident Letter Coordinator Report
! Report of Karen Duellman by Mike D. (attached)
! Mike recommended that we discontinue the hard copies, and email the Welcome 
! letters in a timely fashion.
      c.  Nominating Committee Report
! Meg Gerken submitted that the positions of: President, Georgene Porter and 
! Secretary, Mary Laucks as well as Treasurer, Adine Knawa and Chief Guide, 
! Laurie Payne were confirmed. The Vice President’s position is in the works.
      d.  Audit Committee Nominations 
!      Mike submitted Zora Saunders and Adine Knawa for the Audit Committee. 
!      (Duellman/Higgins) passed unanimously
      e.  Donation to CSP Foundation

Max Haegele proposed that the Club fund a bench with a 9” plaque at   
Catalina State Park; the bench being located behind the present mural at the 
Main Trailhead. Motion: the Club spend $1000 for the Catalina State Park 
bench with a possible increase in cost for the 9 inch plaque. (Porter/Higgins) 
passed unanimously.



!      Check will go to the Friends of Catalina State Park, the inscription on the  
                plaque “Thanks to All Sun City Oro Valley Hiking Club Members”

f.  Key Exchange Hikes
!     Darrel Cornelius presented some safety procedures for hikes in which a key 
!     exchange would be useful.

• only 1 person (or couple) will be in each exchange vehicle;
• everyone wears masks in the vehicles;
• after driving another person’s vehicle, all areas within the vehicle that have 

been touched are to be cleaned with sanitizing wipes; 
• sanitizing wipes are to be placed in vehicle by owner.

!      The Chief Guide will okay these hikes on an individual basis.

g.  Annual Meeting - Wine and Cheese
!      Discussion occurred about the possiblility of a safe situation for the event. It 
!      was agreed that there would not be a buffet. The Board is tasked with trying to 
!      find solutions to the problems arising from get-togethers during the pandemic.

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, March 3, 2021.  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:06 pm by President Duellman. 

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Duellman



SCOV Hiking Club
New Resident Letter Coordinator

Report 1/10/2021

As of December 2020, 113 Welcome letters were sent to new residents at a cost of 
$202.72. Seven emails were also sent to those new residents that did not list a house 
address in the SCOV Community Directory.

Of the 113 letters, we have recorded 8 new hiking club members, and 3 people who 
have signed up for this week’s Orientation Hikes (10% showed interest).
Of the 7 emails, 2 people have signed up for this week’s Orientation Hikes.

I have been performing this service for about 3 years, but this is the first time I’ve 
documented anything for the Club. The letters go through AIM Mail Center when there 
are at least 100 names on the new residents list. This usually takes about 12 months, 
so that new residents that have found their way to the Club are not included in these 
mailings. With the results that we have had so far this year, I do not know if the expense 
is worth the reward.

I recommend that for 2021:
we send email greetings monthly, using the Community Directory postings, and
we informally survey the orientation hikers to see if anyone responded to the email;

we reconsider the letter mailing policy, not mailing letters in December.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Duellman

Noteworthy from 2020:!
INPUT:  Of the “new” and “unlisted to listed” residents noted in the Community Directory 
updates, 85% listed both their SCOV and their email address, 11% listed only their 
SCOV address, and 4% listed only emails.

INTEREST:  Of the 31 new members from October to December 2020, 8 received 
letters (25.8%).  Of the 13 orientation hikers this week, 3 received letters (23%) and 2 
got emails (15%).

ACCURACY:  Of the 113 mailed, so far only 5 letters were returned to sender (4.4%), 
! ! while emails to SPAM could not be reported.



Aravaipa West Hikes
March 29 and April 1, 2021

Darrel Cornelius & Max Haegele

Proposed Procedure for Reservations:

1. Announce hikes on January 17 via mass emails and posting on website.
2. Priority given to First-Timers for two weeks (January 17-30) although any member
may sign-up starting January 17.
3. After Guide confirms reservation via email, the permit + service fee cost of $6 must
be received by the Guide within one week or name will be removed from list (actual
prorated cost is $5.60 but easier to handle at $6 even).

Mass Email Wording (to send on January 17):

Aravaipa West (traditional location) hikes are scheduled for Monday, March 29 and
Thursday, April 1, 2021. Any member may sign-up starting January 17 but priority will
be given to First-Timers until January 30. For details, see website and special button on
the “Hike Schedules” page for “Aravaipa Hikes March 29 and April 1, 2021”.

Hike Description - Virus Version (for website on January 17):

Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness West [B/10mi/200’/7:30am] After hiking through a lush
riparian section, we enter a narrow canyon with towering cliffs and unsurpassed
scenery. Paths sometimes disappear thus hiking in the stream and stream crossings
are frequently necessary (shoes on). A steady pace will be maintained for about three
hours with photo stops and breaks. We have lunch at the turn-around point and return
via the same route. All virus safety protocol will be followed.
March 31, 2021 – Guide is Darrel Cornelius darrelcornelius@q.com
April 1, 2011 - Guide is Max Haegele 43avocet@gmail.com
Please Note:
1. You may sigh-up for only one of these dates by emailing the Guide. State if you
are a First-Timer or a repeat hiker for Aravaipa West.
2. Permits have already been purchased by the Guides for ten hikers in each date
(maximum allowed) since permits get taken fast.
3. Your individual permit fee of $6 is not sent to the Guide until you receive a
confirmation email that you’re on the list. Then your $6 must be received within
one week of this confirmation. The Guide’s address will be provided with the
confirmation email.
4. More details and driving directions will be provided before the hike date.
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