
SCOV Hiking Club  

Board of Directors Meeting  

April 1, 2020  

Directors Present: President Mike Duellman, Vice President Georgene Porter, Treasurer Ron 

Brillhart, Chief Guide Doug Higgins, Secretary Mary Laucks.  

Members Present: Jim Brandl, David Flatness, Nominating Committee Chair Meg Gerken, 

Madeleine Percival, Dick Sauer, Byron Wolffing.  

Call to Order: President Mike Duellman called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm.  

1. Minutes Approval:  

a. The minutes of the March 4, 2020 Board of Directors Meeting and the Board of Directors 

Special Meetings on March 12, 2020 and March 21, 2020 were approved by unanimous consent.  

2. Treasure’s Report:  

a. Ron Brillhart reported a Journal Balance as of March 31, 2020 of $7280.69. Expenses totaled 

$500.00 for a donation to Firefighters Local #3832 for Guides 1st Aid Training. Total Income 

was $128.00 this was from Dues of $70.00 and Photo Sales of $58.00. The Journal Balance as of 

March 31, 2020 was $6908.69. Due to an outstanding check #595 for $500.00 the actual Bank 

Account Balance as of March 31, 2020 was $7408.69 and the Reconciled Bank Balance is 

$6908.69. Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report (Higgins/Porter) Motion passed.  

b. A discussion on the AIMS account expenses having more structure. Ron asked to be kept 

informed when using this account. Using expense sheets, providing receipts and submission to 

the treasurer for reimbursement was suggested. Ron and Mike will discuss the matter and report 

back. 

3. Chief Guide’s Report:  

a. Doug Higgins reported that in February 2020 there were 41 hikes with 476 hikers and March 

had 27 hikes with 255 hikers. The last hike was held on March 21, 2020. The average number of 

people per hike was 10 to 12. Hiking officially ended on March 22, 2020. He reported one 

incident of dehydration which occurred on the History hike to a hiker and the other incident was 

on the Josephine Saddle hike where one person felt ill. The Chief Guide suggested that when 

hikes are resumed that they screen participants asking where they have been and what they have 

done to ensure that after long absence from hiking, participants are capable of going on their 

chosen hike.  

b. Regarding the recommendation for a personal locator/beacon type device discussed at the 

March meeting. Byron Wolffing explained that the cost would be approximately $300.00 and the 



device should be good for approximately 7 years. It was suggested that guides need to be polled 

to see who is interested in carrying the device. A question was raised regarding liability issues, 

specifically if the club used this device would the club be liable for rescue expenses. A motion to 

authorize the Chief Guide to purchase (Higgins/Porter) the personal locator in an amount up to 

$350.00 if the board is assured that no financial liability is involved in its use. Motion passed. 

Doug stated he will look into the liability issue.  

4. Website:  

a. Richard Babin is the new webmaster for the club.  

5. Other Business:  

a. Madeleine Percival and David Flatness brought samples of shirts that the club is considering 

selling next year. A variety of T-shirts and Fishing-type shirts containing all cotton or polyester 

blend fabrics were shown. The shirts would have a hiking club logo on them. The cost of the 

shirt to include the logo was discussed. It was explained that costs increase when using numerous 

colors as in our current SCOV Hiking Club badge, logo options were discussed. Prices for the 

fishing-type shirt up to men’s size large were $60.00 to include UV protection and logo, 

additional cost for extra large. T-shirts with a type of club logo were under $20.00.  

b. Newfoundland – Due to the cost of the airfare, weather, and lodging issues it was decided that 

a hiking trip to Newfoundland is no longer feasible for the club.  

c. Meg Gerkin said that Mitch Small approached her regarding guiding the orientation hikes. 

Doug said he would contact Mitch.  

d. Mike Duellman stated we need more guides for the C and D hikes, and a call should be put out 

in the Fall. There is a need to find a volunteer to replace Mileage Secretary, Dick Sauer.  

e. Mike Duellman said that the best email and phone number to reach him is 

kmduellman@gmail.com and 847-951-3934.  

6. Membership Report:  

a. One new member has been added to the club bringing total membership to 356.  

7. Restart Hiking – There will be no hiking until further notice.  

8. Executive Session  

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 3, 2020.  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 pm by President Duellman 

 


